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to be made if it involved any self-denial. Swadeshi, as
defined here, is a religious discipline to be undergone in
utter disregard of the physical discomfort it may cause
to individuals. Under its spell the deprivation of a pin
or a needle, because these are not manufactured in
India, need cause no terror. A Swadeshist will learn to
do without hundreds of things which today he considers
necessary. Moreover, those who dismiss Swadeshi from
their minds by arguing the impossible, forget that Swad-
eshi, after all, is a goal to be reached by steady effort.
And we would be making for the goal even if we con-
fined Swadeshi to a given set of articles allowing ourselves
as a temporary measure to use such things as might not
be procurable in the country.
There now remains for me to consider one more
objection that has been raised against Swadeshi. The
objectors consider it to be a most selfish doctrine without
any warrant in the civilized code of morality. With
them to practise Swadeshi is to revert to barbarism. I
cannot enter into a detailed analysis of the proposition.
But I would urge that Swadeshi is the only doctrine
consistent with the law of humility and love. It is
arrogance to think of launching out to serve the whole of
India when I am hardly able to serve even my own
family. It were better to concentrate my effort upon
the family and consider that through them I was serving
the whole nation and, if you will, the whole of humanity.
This is humility and it is love. The motive will deter-
mine the quality of the act. I may serve my family re-
gardless of the sufferings I may cause to others. As,
for instance, I may accept an employment which en-
ables me to extort money from people. I enrich myself
thereby and then satisfy many unlawful demands of
the family. Here I am neither serving the family nor

